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 Talking with 
Mrs. Thompson 

I’m sure you have 
heard people say  how 
important it is to   
have good friends. But 
has anyone taught you 
how to BE a good 
friend?  Follow some 
of these suggestions 
for YOU to be a good 
friend. 
 
1 - Be an honest 
person. Tell the truth. 
Always. Honesty builds 
trust and integrity 
 
2 - Do what you say 
you are going to do 
when you say you are 
going to do it. Be true 
to your word.  
 
3 - Keep their secrets. 
Now, if someone is in 
danger, you MUST tell 
a trusted grown up. 
But if it is harmless, be 
trustworthy. 
 
4 - Practice listening. 
Really listen. Try to 
understand things 
from your friend’s 
perspective.  
 
These are only a few 
things that you can do 
to be a great friend. 
However if you start 
working on these little 
things, you might see 
big rewards! 
 
-Mrs. Thompson  

LOCATION: WMS ROOM 14                           EMAIL: PAWPRINTS@WSD431.ORG 

Teacher Feature 
November’s Spotlight: Mr. Willings 
By Alexis Riley 
  
Mr. Willings is the 7th grade social studies teacher here at the Weiser 
Middle School. He’s been teaching for around 10 years, and has 

experienced both the good and bad in the field. He graduated from the University of 
Phoenix, majoring in Education. Before teaching, he had a position at a casino in Las 
Vegas, where he resided for many years. Then, he got a job teaching 4th grade, which he 
kept at for six years. He then came to Weiser with his wife after she had wanted to be 
closer with her father, who lives nearby. Since, he obtained a position as a seventh grade 
social studies teacher, and will be teaching his fifth year here. Currently, his class is 
working on a paper model of a Greek temple, to further understand the architecture of 
that time. His favorite project is the siege engines. In this project, students are faced with 
the task to build a medieval engine or weapon. Such example would be catapults. 
Students are only given popsicles, sticks, tape, and string. He likes this project because it 
gives students freedom to build what they want, and really engages their imagination. 
Most of us have been asked the classic question, “Where do you see yourself in 5 years?” 
Again, most of us can give a detailed response. Mr. Willings says he can’t think that far 
down the road, he rather be focused on the present. His teaching philosophy is based 
mostly off of oneself of knowledge. He rather has students be interested in the topic, go 
out and learn information themselves. This way, they’re most likely to remember it, 
compared to lecturing for 50 minutes a day. He has a companion in his room, the doll, 
Jessica. She has formed bonds with the students, and is adored.  

WMS Winter Dance  
Come to our chilly dance! 

By Kayedence Loos 
 
This year instead of the movie before Christmas break, we will have a dance. The dance is 
on December 20th, from 2:10 to 3:50 in the gym. The dance will be Christmas themed, 
and will  also be a sock hop. Sock hop is the activity of taking your shoes off and dancing. 
To be eligible  to go to the dance, you have to have good behavior from November 7th to 
December 20th meaning zero detentions, zero referrals, and zero suspensions. All grades 
are welcome to attend. The students who can't attend will be assigned a study hall. 
Remember: wear school appropriate clothes for the dance. Have fun! 



The funniest part of the newspaper! 
By: Sophie Funkhouser 
 
Another Shenanigan’s article, woohoo! I mean this article 
is just that amazing that it never stops. You can’t even say 
that you don’t want it to be on the newspaper either, it is 
just to amazing. Who doesn’t want to take there time to 
read this, actually, don’t answer that. Anyway, rather then 
me bragging about how amazing my Shenanigans are, why 
don’t we just get straight to it. 

Why did the cracker go to the doctors? 
   It felt crummy 
Why do bees have sticky hair? 
   They use a honeycomb 
What kid of tree fits in your hand? 
   Palm tree 

What is always in front of you but can’t be seen? 
   The future 
What has many keys but can’t open a single door? 
   A piano 
I am lighter then a feather, yet the strongest person can 
hold me for longer than 5 minutes?    
   Your breath 

“Always 
have eyes 
that see the 
best, a heart 
that forgives 
the worst, a 
mind that 
forgets the 
bad, and a 
soul that 
never losses 
hope.” 
 

Autumn 
comes once 
again and I 
fall for you 
every time. 
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Blindfolded Turkey Contest  

Contest winner results 
By Alexis Riley  
 
We have the winners for the blindfolded turkey 
contest. Thank you to everyone who came and 
participated. From the realistic, to the abstract, 
they were great. The winners are Sam Eames, 
Madi Jones, and Alexyz Perkins.  
 
There were 12 people total, and 3 different 
rounds. Each came out with even more interesting 
turkey than the last. The winners will receive a 
sweet treat, courtesy of Weiser Classic Candy. 
They can be collected in Mrs. Thompson’s room 14 
during advisory on the 16th and 17th.  
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6th Grade Winning Team: Alden Haines, Tygen Brunson, 
Austin Grant, Logan Mills, Caleb Walker, Cohen Clark, Willy 
Jepsen, Evan Sherry. 

7th Grade Winning Team: Everett Terry, Quintin Clark, 
Michael Strasser, Landen Lerew, Sam Eames, Reesa Alder 
and Morgan Dobson 

How it all ended  
By: Hadon Prioreschi Selders 
 
There were 6 teams competing for the winners title. It 
started on October 4, 2022 and ended on October 11, 
2022. There were 5 games in total and there could be a 
total of 8 players per team; the team captions that made 
up those games were Klete Cook, Wyatt Black, Brantlei 
McFetridge, Michael Strasser, and Reif Blanchard. But the 
team that won was Michael Strasser and their record was 
undefeated. Because the 6th graders only had three teams 
so they played every team they were able to play. The 
champion's record was undefeated. “The season went 
well, and they played as hard as they could for the 
win.  They even beat every team they played by 10 and 

their quarterback made deep good passes.” 
Evan Sherry. The season went well, we played 
superior to most of the other teams. And beat 
all of the other teams by 10, and our 
quarterback threw most of the passes deep. And 
always went for the deep passes.” Caleb Walker  

Girls Wrestling 
Let’s talk about girls joining wrestling. 
By: Sophie Funkhouser 
 
Wrestling is a well known sport that normally is 
done by guys.  This year we have some girl 
wrestlers;  Riaynn Huggins, Madilyn Jones, Emily 
Myers, and Tori Brown. They are all amazing 
wrestlers. We had about the same amount of 
girl wrestlers this year as last year, but we just 
started having girl wrestlers over the past 
couple of years. I talked to Riaynn Huggins and 
said her favorite parts of wrestling is that it's a 
physical sport and how fun it is. As a wrestler 
there is lots of working out, conditioning, and 
running. At practice they start out with running, 
then stretching, then flipping, and then going 
over wrestling moves, then they just practice 
wrestling the rest of the practice. As a wrestler 
you do get injured, some of the most common 
injuries are knee injuries, shoulder and elbow 
sprains, head injuries and skin infections. There 
is also a lot of throwing up and bloody noses. 
We are so happy to have girls joining the 
wrestling team, girls can do anything that a guy 
can do just as good and maybe even better.  

Picture of Riaynn Huggins 
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Student Feature - Alexyz Perkins 
By: Sophie Funkhouser 
 
The people that we are picking for these student features were picked by the office ladies. 
This newspaper they picked Alexyz Perkins! Let’s get into it! She has said that the most 
challenging thing about middle school is language arts class, because it difficult. Outside of 
school she does lots of playing video games and drawing, but her hobbies are singing, art, 

painting, and archery. Her favorite part of school is lunch and social studies. She loves talking about history and 
learning about the world. Meanwhile, reading is also something she loves to do, especially reading her favorite 
book, Dragon Story. So far middle school has been a very interesting experience but her favorite year has been 
8th grade. When Alexyz grows up her dream is to be a mechanic, working with lots of different vehicles.  

Ham and Cheese Croissant 

A delicious breakfast food 
By Kayedence Loos 
 
Want delicious breakfast food? And not your same old 
toast? Read this article for a delicious breakfast food. 
 
Ingredients: 

 4 large croissant 
 4 tsp dijon mustard 
 8 slices of swiss cheese 
 8 thinly slices of ham 

 
Step 1:  Gather ingredients and preheat the oven to 350 degrees fahrenheit. 
Step 2:  Slice the croissant in half and place on a baking sheet. 
Step 3:  Spread a thin layer of mustard on each slice. 
Step 4:  Place a piece of swiss cheese down on the bottom slices of the croissants. The slices may need to be 

torn in half to cover the surface of the croissant while avoiding the hole in the center. 
Step 5:  Top each croissant with two slices of ham. 
Step 6:  Top with the remaining cheese slices, once again, torn if necessary. 
Step 7:  Place the croissants tops on top. Bake for 8-10 minutes, or until the cheese is melted and the croissants 

are toasty warm. 
Step 8:  Enjoy immediately fresh and warm from the oven. 
For those of you who don't eat breakfast this is a delicious meal to start eating. Enjoy! 

Mystery Band 

Can you guess this musical band? 
By Kayedence Loos 
 
Most of the famous bands were formed in the 1970s through the late 1980s, this 
band was formed in 1979. They’ve won the Grammy awards in 1998 and 2007. 
The band also launched one of their many famous record labels in 1992. The band 
was active from 1974-2014. One of their members died from cancer at age 47. In 
2012 they were put into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. What is the name of this 
band? Put your guesses in the WMS newspaper inbox outside of room 14. 

 

I don’t want to 
survive. 

I want to live. 
 

-Captain, Wall E 
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Mystery Logo 
Guess the brand with the clues! 
By:  Hadon Prioreschi Selders  
 
A mystery brand can be anything from cars to clothing brands 
to anything that has a product made. Below describes the 
mystery brand’s logo.  The company's logo is a fruit as the 
name. They used a special server technology that sat between 
the phone and email systems to provide better performance.  
 
The last Mystery Brand:  
ASTON MARTIN 

StudentS and their pets - match 
Do you match with your pet? 
By: Hadon Prioreschi Selders 
 
A - Dolores  1 - R. B. - Chihuahua 
B - Kayedence  2 - Koa - Corgi 
C - Adrian  3 - Rosie - Rottweiler and D - Lab mix 
D - Sophie  4 - Dixie - Black Lab 
E - Mrs. Thompson 5 - Tinkerbell - Great Dane 
F - Hadon  6 - Mickey - Lab and Chow mix 
G - Alexis  7 - Susie - cat 

DOODLE Contest - Christmas 
ENTER YOUR Christmas PICTURE TO ROOM 14’s DROP BOX.  
By Adrian Dodson 
 
It can be anything that revolves around Christmas and it has 
to be school appropriate. It has to be original or drawn/ 
colored by hand.  If 
not, it will be 
disqualified. Thank 
you for sending us 
the great art and 
keep putting art in. 
If you win, your 
drawing will be put 
in the newspaper. 
The Thanksgiving 
contest winner is 
Charlianne Grace 
with old school 
Elmer Fudd and a 
turkey.  

TechGirlz Review  
Re-cap on the educational day hosted by 
Women Innovators 
By Alexis Riley 
 
On October 18th, S.T.E.M. girlies headed over 
to the College of Idaho to attend an all day 
event hosted by Women Innovators: Tech 
Girlz. The program started at 9:00 am., and 
ended at 2:00pm., included educational 
workshops, free lunch, and free merchandise. 
They’re were over 7 different workshops, but 
each individual was limited to three to help 
with capacity. Courses included Intro to VIdeo 
Podcast and Streaming, Wind Turbine Design 
& Build with Idaho Power, Intro to Coding 
Video Games, a Think Make Create lab, Hack 
the Gender Gap, The Science of Slime, Tie 
Dye Chromatography, Intro to Surgical 
Techniques and Healthcare, and many more. 
Over 6 different schools attended, and 40+ 
homeschool girls. They learned how to create 
handmade flashlights, the biomechanics of 
the body, coding, and much more. TechGirlz 
main mission is to give S.T.E.M. access to girls 
all over the country, to those who don’t have 
that type of opportunity. They hope to be 
able to include 
more gender 
diversity in the 
STEM workplace. 
The program itself 
was a success, 
encouraging those 
to look out farther 
for professions, 
and learning new 
skills and 
techniques for the 
future. 
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Submit your guesses to  

WMS Paw Prints 
through email or 

mailbox. 
 

LAST EDITION PHOTO:  
Your hair 

A - 6, B - 4, C - 2, D - 5, E - 1, F - 3, G - 7   

Which one is better? 
By Dolores Olivos  
 
8th grade and 7th grade both are amazing grades. 
Something I liked doing when I was in seventh 
grade was the cell model. But on the other hand, 
all the work was stressful. Some other project we 
did that was fun was the Australia project which 
was about picking an animal or culture in 
Australia. In 8th grade, there is less homework 
and more fun projects. In Mr. Alder’s social 
studies class we got to make an advertisement to 
try to sell a certain product. Something I don’t like 
about 8th grade is that you NEVER know what 
your teacher's mood is that day.  
 
Now we are going to hear about other 8th grades. 
Lance Hart said, his favorite year was 8th grade so 
far because there's less work and more electives 
to choose from. He also said, the reason he likes 
8th grade more is that in 7th grade he liked 
science for its flexible schedule to turn things in 
which helped with the overwhelming homework 
they give out.”  
 
Paytyn Rollins said, that she was not sure because 
both years had good teachers like Mr. Willings 
who is a 7th grade teacher, and Mr. Alder an 8th 
social studies teacher. Melissa Reyes said, she 
prefers this year because “there are more projects 
and other fun stuff.”  
 
Thanks to all the 8th graders for letting me 
interview them. Based on the information I got 
from other students, 7th and 8th grade are both 
good grades to teachers and the number of fun 
projects they give us. 

Painting of the Month 
The Starry Night by Vincent Van Gogh 
By Alexis Riley 

 
Vincent Van Gogh painted Starry Night in 1889, while he 
was residing in the asylum of Saint-Paul-de-Mausole near 
Saint-Remy-de-Provence. Starry Night is a timeless piece, 
its fame might as well be exceeding its creator. Van Gogh 
was a beloved patient at the asylum, and was allowed 
many privileges others weren't. If chaperoned, he could 
leave asylum grounds. His privileges included painting, 
reading, and being able to withdraw to his own room. A 
studio was even gifted to him. He relapses occasionally, 
resulting in paranoia and fits. He had been diagnosed 
epileptic. With this state, his whole work style changed. 
He incorporated darker tones, cooler colors. Starry Night 
is just one of those wonders that came from it. It has 
fascinating curves, pops of color, and creativity flowing 
throughout the painting. This piece was  a break-through 
for Van Gogh. He only painted what he saw, and this was 
only a scene imagined. None of what this painting 
captures matches the surrounding area around Saint-Paul. 
With all the different aspects, it gives an ethereal, 
dreamlike effect. The contrast in the painting projects 
natural versus unnatural, dreams versus reality. Many 
people associate it with the divine, especially Genesis 
37:9, which says "And he dreamed yet another dream, 
and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed 
a dream more; and behold the sun and the moon and the 
eleven stars made obeisance to me." The previous verse is 
Joseph, predicting his family would see and bow to him as 
authority. Some believe it's a reference to Van Gogh's 
family, who all except his brother, doubted his career 
would be successful. Van Gogh grew up in a very religious 
household, and tries incorporating it into his art whenever 
he can. In the painting, the church stretches out into the 
sky, and the sky reaches down to the valley, connecting 
the two, in both metaphorical and literal.  

 
 
Photo 
Credit: 
The 
Museum 
of 
Modern 
Art  


